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Pack 23: Putting our Best Foot Forward for 2012  

Another year has come and gone. It’s hard to believe that its 2012 already. It seems not 

so long ago that we were celebrating 2011. With a new year comes new possibilities and 

opportunities to expand on our children’s future. This month Cub Scouts focus on 

Positive Attitude. It’s a core value that carries into many parts of their young lives. From 

getting that homework paper finished for a class, to making their pinewood car for the 

derby. Positive Attitude sets the stage for many of our children’s lives and how they 

handle things that come at them. We, as the Akela in their lives, want to nurture that 

value. Good sportsmanship is a great way to put that best foot forward as we start 

getting cars ready for the big race day. Knowing that it’s not winning that counts but 

having fun and taking pride in what they have accomplished so far are great examples for 

your child to reflect on as we dive into this New Year.  

We can’ do it without you, the parent, though. You are the key between your child at 

home and at Den meetings. Cub Scouts is a family oriented program, which requires your 

child to complete tasks not only with their den and pack but with you at home. So help us 

put our best foot forward in 2011 and fill this year with exciting possibilities and 

opportunities!  

Core Values: Positive Attitude 

Positive Attitude: Being cheerful and 
setting our minds to look for and find 
the best in all situations. Through 
participating in a derby, boys will see 
the importance of having a positive 
attitude, regardless of the outcome of 
the race. 

Do Your Best – A Bite at a Time 

This month, we can help boys be 
successful by teaching them to: 
*Break a project down into sections 
*Learn a new skill to do a project  
*Practice the skill on a sample first 

We can also teach them about the 
power of Positive Thinking – every 
athlete knows that even a difficult 
task becomes easier and more 
often fun if they first THINK they 
can do it and then do their best.   

Cub Scouts can learn to take pride 
in their accomplishments and know 
that doing their best is more 
important than winning or losing. 
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Pinewood Derby: Off the Track 

The annual pinewood derby brings lots of opportunities outside of 
the race track 

 

Positive Attitude: Where it 
starts 

Having a positive attitude can mean the 

difference between living a life full of 

joy and happiness and living a life full of 

depression and misery. Your attitude 

will determine what you will experience 

in life regardless of the actual 

circumstances. If there is one thing you 

can work on that will change your life, 

it is your attitude.  

How to Have a Positive Attitude 

The first thing you will want to do is to 

acknowledge that you are in control of 

your decisions and actions. Let's say 

someone cuts you off on the freeway. 

You can do one of two things. You can 

get mad or you can be glad that you 

didn't get into an accident. These two 

decisions can have completely different 

outcomes. 

When you are going after a goal and 

things don't turn out the way you want 

them to, you will to decide whether to 

feel sorry for yourself or to press on. By 

having a positive attitude about life in 

general, you will be more likely to make 

the decision that will eventually lead 

you to accomplishing your goals. 

Setting goals and reaching them isn't 

always easy. In fact, most of the time, 

it's hard. Whether or not you achieve 

that goal will heavily depend on your 

attitude. 

 

Excerpt from http://www.motivational-well-

being.com/positive-attitude.html 

Edible Pinewood Derby Car 

   

Per scout: 

 1 Twinkie 

 Toothpicks 

 Oreo cookie (minus centers) wheels (Ritz 
okay too)  

 Red Hots (taillights)  

 Mini marshmallows or M&M's (headlights) 

 Vanilla wafers broken in half (steering 
wheel) 

 White frosting (glue) 

 Various colors of tube frosting for 
decorating  

Directions 

1. Poke holes in Oreo cookies with toothpick. Insert 
toothpicks through Twinkie in front and back 
about half way up. Put Oreo wheels on 
toothpicks. 

2. Glue (using white frosting) red hots (tail lights) on 
back, mini marshmallows (squish first) or yellow 
M&M's headlights on front, and ½ vanilla wafer 
on top for steering wheel. 

3. Decorate the car with tubes of frosting. 

Pinewood Derby Display Stand 
 

 

This stand is made from a 1X3 inch piece of wood 

for the base, a short length of 2/X4 inch for the 

upright, (if you cut an angle on the front side of 

this piece, the car will sit angled and look really 

GOOD!), and a piece of 1X2 inch wood for the top 

that holds the car. 

An adult could make this simple stand for each 

boy’s car, and then each boy can decorate his 

own stand with stickers, permanent markers of 

stencils.  On Derby Day, the cars on their stands 

become part of the decoration – and stay safe 

from damage! 

Ring of Fire 

 

The idea behind this display is to make it 
look like the pinewood derby car is jumping 
through a ring of flames, or jumping through 
a ring decorated with a snazzy design (like 
football players sometimes run through at the 
beginning of a football game). 

1. Cut crisscrossing slits through a large red 
plastic plate (8 pie shaped wedges), leaving 
the edges intact.   

2. Decorate the plate with red, orange, and 
yellow metallic paint.  Or cut out jagged and 
curvy triangular shapes from orange, red, 
and yellow Mylar or metallic paper 
(wrapping, or scrapbooking).   

3. The boys can color the shapes with red, 
orange, and yellow permanent markers.   

4. Using glue dots, attach the shapes to the 
plate to create flames.  (Be sure some 
flames go off the edge of the plate to add to 
the flaming ring effect.)   

5. Cut a piece of Styrofoam a little wider that 
the plate.   

6. Stick 2 bamboo skewers into the Styrofoam, 
the width of the plate.   

7. Cut a straw in half.   
8. Duct tape a straw to each side of the plastic 

plate, on the back side.   
9. Slide the straws over the skewers to support 

the ring of fire.   
10. Push the pinewood derby car through the 

center of the crisscrossing slits.   
11. Use craft sticks and/or toothpicks to support 

the car and to keep it from rolling off the 
Styrofoam block. 

12. Silver lightning bolts would also look cool on 

a blue plastic plate. 

*Remember: All Pinewood Derby Cars MUST 

have wheels that say BSA on them or they will 

not be qualified to race at District! 

 

Have a great Idea for a craft or snack? Submit it 

to share! Your name could be here next month!  



 

  

  

When you give the Cub Scout Promise, the words 

“Do your Best” are often lost among all the other 

very important words. Let’s stop for a minute 

and carefully consider these words.  

Best describes effort and action above our usual 

performances. You are the only person who can 

possibly know whether or not you have done 

your best. Every time you repeat the promise, 

you agree to do your best. Your best is just that: 

The very best that you can do. Think about the 

meaning of the promise that you repeated at the 

beginning of the Pack Meeting. Decide that you 

will always do your best, no matter what the job 

is that is facing you 

You have a choice. You can be pleasant or 

unpleasant.  You can approach life with a Positive 

Attitude knowing you can do it or a negative 

attitude, knowing you will fail Which do you 

choose? You can be grouchy and grumpy or you 

can be happy and cheerful.  

Which would you rather be? It is up to you. 

Our lives are made up of many different acts or 

parts. As young boys, you act the part of a 

Webelos, Bear, Wolf, Tiger, or Bobcat. In school, 

you act the part of the student. At home, you act 

the part of a son and maybe a brother. Whatever 

part you act, keep a positive attitude, do what is 

right and, always, do your best. You too may 

someday be a good parent and a good citizen like 

all the adults around you today. 

You all know that the Cub Scout Motto is “Do 

Your Best.”  But if you ever start to feel like you 

aren’t old enough, important enough, or 

experienced enough to make a difference, even if 

you do your best, go outside and look for an ant.  

Here is a tiny creature that can be squashed 

underfoot, washed away by a little stream of 

water, or easily buried by a spoonful of dirt.  But 

he never gives up – wash him away with a little 

water, and he will struggle back to his feet and 

search for the ant trail.  Buried under a shovel of 

dirt, he will dig his way out and continue on his 

way.  Put a brick or a leaf in his path, blocking the 

ant trail and he will find a way around or over the 

obstacle and continue on his way.  So think of the 

ant if you are tempted to give up or think you 

can’t succeed – just pick yourself up, dig your 

way out, or find a way around, under or over that 

obstacle – and keep a Positive Attitude! 

 

 

 

History of the Derby 

The story of the pinewood derby starts with 

Don Murphy, Cub Master for Pack 280C in 

1952. Don Murphy wanted to create a new 

father-son Cub Scout activity he could do 

with his 10 year old son who was too young 

to race in the Soap Box Derby, which requires 

the boy to drive a homemade car down a hill. 

Don's young son couldn't wait 2 years to race 

in the Soap Box Derby, so "Dad" Murphy 

wanted to invent another activity to do with 

his son and the younger boys in his Cub Scout 

Pack. The ideas started percolating in Don 

Murphy's mind. His dedication to family 

values and Cub Scouting ideals drove him, as 

stated in the quote above, to develop the 

idea of racing miniature pinewood derby cars 

down a track. He just needed to figure out a 

basic kit for these cars and design a track to 

race them on.  

Don had been a model maker all his life, so 

the idea of racing small cars down a track 

came natural to him. It would be a fun and 

safe father-son activity for younger boys. He 

presented his idea of racing miniature 

pinewood derby cars to the Management 

Club at North American Aviation where he 

worked. They sponsored the Soap Box Derby, 

so perhaps they would also sponsor the first 

pinewood derby car race. The Management 

Club was excited about Don's new idea and 

agreed to sponsor the very first Pinewood 

Derby Car racing event for Pack 280C by 

donating trophies along with funds to make 

the car kits. 

"I'd made models of airplanes, cars, boats, 

and any number of other structures and 

remembered the pleasure I got out of doing 

it," Don said. 

 
http://www.pinewoodpro.com/pinewood-
derby-history.htm 

 

 

January is filled with silly  
celebrations! Here are just a few!

 

Cub Scouts 
&  

“Do Your Best” 



   

  

 
 

2012 PINEWOOD DERBY 

GUIDELINES 
Please read all guidelines completely. 

 
 
I. Car Specification Guidelines:  
 WIDTH – maximum 2-3/4”  
 LENGTH – 7” maximum  
 WEIGHT – 5 ounces (141.75 grams) 

maximum  
 HEIGHT - 2-3/8” maximum at any 

point  
 CLEARANCE – 3/8” minimum between 

lowest point on car body and flat 
surface underneath.  

 DESIGN- The front most part of the car 
will not extend past the starting gate 

II. Equipment Guidelines:  
 Cars must be made from BSA 

Pinewood Derby kits (#17006) .The 
use of non-BSA parts is prohibited 
(excluding lube, paint, decals and 
weights).  

 Cars must use BSA axles and wheels. 
(“BSA” must be visible on outside of 
wheel and wheel width {part that 
touches the track} cannot be altered)  

III. Race Day Information:  
 Each car will be inspected by the 

Registration Committee at each race 
and must meet the guidelines listed 
above in order to participate in the 
race.  

 The entrant must make a new car 
each year. Each cub shall have his 
name, pack # and year clearly marked 
under the car.  

 Lubrication must be dry powder type 
such as graphite. No oil or liquid types 
are allowed. Mercury is a strictly 
forbidden weight material.  

 After registration and acceptance to a 
race, ONLY cubs may handle their car. 
At no time will it be permissible for 
anyone else to pick up the car other 
than the cub that entered it. If during 
a race repairs are required, the Cub 
Scout can do so with parental 
assistance (this is the only time that 
parents will be allowed in the race 
area).  

 The track shall be inspected prior to 
the race by the Race Committee, and 
will not be adjusted during the race 
except as directed by the Race 
Chairman.  

 There will be no lubrication of cars 
after they are weighed in and 
registered, or during the race. 

 

New Year’s Hidden Pictures 
Can you find them all? 

Den Photo Order Form 

Name:  

Den: 

8 x 10 ($5.00 ea.)  

5 x 7 ($5.00 per 2) 

      Cash           Check (make payable to Pack 

23) 

Adult Pine Car Entry Form 

Name:  
Please Print 

$5.00 Entry Fee 

Cash     Check (make payable to Pack 23) 

Due by January 31st 



   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
Featured Loops 

 

Complete these three requirements: 
1. Visit a library and get your own library card. Check out and return a book. 
2. Write a letter or a short story. Read it to your den or family. 
3. Keep a diary of your activities for one week. Read it to your den or family. 

Complete these three requirements: 
1. Explain the six events of men's gymnastics: floor exercise, pommel horse, still rings, 
vaulting / side horse, parallel bars, and horizontal bar. 
2. Explain the safety rules you should follow to learn gymnastics 
3. Participate in an exercise from three of the six events using the proper equipment 
and techniques. 
 
 

**As soon as you have completed any Pin, Loop or Patch requirements please tell 
you’re Den Leader! 

 
Across Clues  
1. The Pack helps the Cub Scout _____ 
3. Pinewood _____ 
6. Second year Cub Scout 
7. Cub Scout Motto 
9. Third year Cub Scout 
10. The Cub Scout follows _____ 

Down Clues 
2. We'll be loyal Scouts 
4. Blue and _____ 
5. I _____ to do my best 
8. First badge a Cub Scout earns 



 

  

 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday-January 7th  
OH! Llama Llama @ 2pm-4pm 
 Everyone is invited to Hear Polly Fontenot Speak about Llamas at her ranch. Parking is limited so grab a space early!! For direction please see your 
Cub Master! 

Tuesday-January 10th  
Den Meeting 6:00 pm @ Tioga First Baptist Church 
Please check with your Den Leader for any materials or Dues you may need to bring.  

Saturday-January 14th 

University of Scouting 
A day of instructional classes from bookkeeping to Den disciple and dynamics. Leaders are encouraged to attend but is open to ALL. 
Registration is online through the Council Website. 

Sunday-January 15th  
Planning Meeting @ Tioga First Baptist Church @ 3:30pm 

Tuesday-Jaunary17th   
 Den Meeting 6:00 pm @ Tioga First Baptist Church 
Please check with your Den Leader for any materials or Dues you may need to bring.  

 Saturday-January 21st  
 God and Me #1 
Scouts Tiger through Bear will be taught by Ms. Shaunna on the God & Me Program, The scouts that attend can earn their Religious Knots, Medals, 
and certificates to be presented by Pastor Tim during Scout Sunday in February. Space is Limited to 15 Scouts for the Program so please use the 
sign-up sheet before January 17

th
.  Cost is $15 per Scout.  

Tuesday-January 24th  
Den Meeting 6:00 pm @ Tioga First Baptist Church 
Please check with your Den Leader for any materials or Dues you may need to bring.  

 Saturday-January 28th 
 

 God and Me #2 
Scouts Tiger through Bear will be taught by Ms. Shaunna on the God & Me Program, The scouts that attend can earn their Religious Knots, Medals, 
and certificates to be presented by Pastor Tim during Scout Sunday in February. Space is Limited to 15 Scouts for the Program so please use the 
sign-up sheet before January 17

th
.  Cost is $15 per Scout.  

 Tuesday-January 31st 
 

 Den Meeting 6:00 pm @ Tioga First Baptist Church 
Please check with your Den Leader for any materials or Dues you may need to bring.  

 Saturday-February 4th  
 Pinewood car Derby @ Tioga First Baptist Church 
Get your engines revved and ready Scouts!! The Pine car Derby IS HERE!!! Scouts MUST register for the race by January 31

st
 to 

participate. There is NO entrance Fee. The top 6 racers will be eligible to compete in the District Race. Cars MUST have BSA wheels to 
be race legal.  
**There is an Adult Race the same day. This race has a $5.00 Entrance fee and for the most part is no rules. Adult race cars DO have 
to fit in the track lanes with no danger of breaking the track. No liquid Fuels may be used.  
 
Don’t forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! Visit the website! www.lacubscoutpack23.com!!! 

January Birthdays 
Berlin, Connor 01/06 
Walton, Luke 01/08 

Strother, Noah 01/13 
Mabou, Joseph 01/15 

Vanhoof, Nathan 01/24 
Leonard, Blaine 01/26 

Tolbert, Jake 01/28 

Next Month’s Issue 
Core Value: Resourcefulness 

Pack 23 
Tioga First Baptist Church, Tioga LA 

New Year, New Feature:  
Den Photos 

Looking for a keepsake of your 
child’s scouting year? Look No 
further than the new option 

available this year!!!  
Dens available for purchase: 

 Bear 

 Webelos Combined 
Tiger and Wolves I and 2 need 
to schedule a sitting 

Please fill out your order request form and turn it in to your Cub Master with payment. Make Checks 

payable to Pack 23. Please exact amounts only. Allow for at least two weeks turnaround 


